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its fall  more  violent,  more   certain, and   more
terrible.

All these things, and many more, which nature,
had they been capable of consulting it, would have
dictated to them, they must be perfectly ignorant
of; otherwise they could never, with a deliberation
and long consulting one another, as the relation of
the story implies, have gone about so ridiculous a
piece of work as that of Babel, than which nothing
attempted by the grossest and dullest fancies on
earth was ever more abominably foolish and ig-
norant.

Were these the posterity of the wise antediluvian
age! whose minds were inspired from heaven, and
whose understandings were so eminently large and
capacious; whose genius led them to the inventing
the most useful arts, and to exalt them in quest of
the noblest parts of science, (such as music in par-
ticular ;) and to make the most refined experiments,
such as the melting, mixing, separating, and re-
fining of metals; and which was still as much as
all the rest, the finding those metals in the ore, as
the iron, the copper, the silver, and the gold, of
which we find they had a complete knowledge, and
carried it on no doubt to the most useful experi-
ments? Thus Jabal and Jubal, for example, the
sons of Lamech, who, severally applying themselves
to useful arts, became instructers of their posterity
in culture of the earth, husbandry, breeding of
cattle, &c. Others, we find, were proficients in
philosophy, and the study of nature ; for the doc-
trine of sounds is one of the nicest parts of philoso-
phical study, and we find them immediately masters
of music, and inventing and instructing others in
making the instruments of music ; and particularly
those nicest and most difficult of all the rest, the
harp, and the organ, that is to say, wind-music,
which is vocal; and music by vibration, which we